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Macalester College. He is the recipient of a CAREER award from the U.S. National Science Foundation
and has received awards for his research at top-tier publication venues in human-computer
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ICWSM, COSIT). At Northwestern, Hecht holds appointments in the Department of Computer Science
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Geography and Computer Science:

C

Strengthening an Important Relationship to Catalyze
More Responsible Computing Technology

omputer science is in a serious and growing responsibility crisis. In this talk, I will discuss how
geography can help computer science emerge from this crisis. I will begin by outlining how
geography played a role in identifying some of computer science's most serious negative societal
impacts over the past decade. I will then discuss the tremendous opportunities that exist at present
for geography to assist in solving some of computer science's greatest responsibility problems. In
order to leverage these opportunities, we must be cognizant of the interdisciplinary and
intradisciplinary incentive structures that get in the way of a maximally healthy dialogue between
geography and computer science. I will close the talk by discussing ways we might work around
and/or change these incentive structures such that these fields can most effectively work together to
make computing a more responsible actor in the world.

